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September 24, 2020

Ref:  15060.00 
 
Janet Bernardo, Chair 
Needham Conservation Commission 
500 Dedham Avenue 
Needham, MA 02492 
 
 
Re:  140 Kendrick Street Redevelopment, Needham, MA 

Notice of Intent 
 
Ms. Bernardo and Commissioners,  

On behalf of the Applicant, Boston Properties, VHB respectfully submits the enclosed Notice of Intent 
(NOI) proposing to renovate a portion of their existing building at 140 Kendrick Street in Needham, 
Massachusetts to convert the campus from a single user to a multi-user campus. As part of that 
renovation, the Applicant proposes to improve some hardscape and landscape areas surrounding the 
building and improve stormwater treatment in the front of the building (the Project). 

This NOI is filed pursuant to the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) and the Needham 
Wetlands Protection Bylaw (the Bylaw). Portions of the proposed Project are within the 100-foot buffer 
zone to Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW), subject to the jurisdiction of the WPA and the Bylaw. Work 
is also proposed within the 100-foot buffer zone to isolated wetlands regulated under the Bylaw. 

In compliance with the WPA (M.G.L. c. 131, § 40) and the Bylaw, notification to abutters regarding this NOI 
has been made by certified return receipt mail on this date. A copy of the abutter notification form and 
certified list of abutters are enclosed as part of the NOI. As required under the WPA, a copy of the NOI 
package has been filed with the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection Northeast 
Regional Office. 

As required, a check made payable to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in the amount $512.50 has 
been sent directly to the DEP Lock Box for payment of the state’s share of this filing fee. Checks made 
payable to the Town of Needham in the amounts of $537.50 (municipal share of the WPA fee) and 
$1,000.00 (Bylaw fee) are enclosed. 
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We respectfully request that the Commission place this matter on the next available meeting agenda. 
Should you have any questions concerning this submittal or require additional information, please contact 
me at 617-607-6112 or llaich@vhb.com. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 

 

Laura Laich 

Environmental Scientist 
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. 
 
 
CC: DEP Northeast Regional Office 
 Boston Properties 
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Updated 10/2017 

NOTICE OF INTENT APPLICATION CHECKLIST 
NEEDHAM CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

NEEDHAM GENERAL WETLANDS BY-LAW ARTICLE 6 

THIS CHECKLIST MUST BE COMPLETED, SIGNED AND SUBMITTED WITH ANY NOTICE OF INTENT PERMIT 
APPLICATION. ALL REQUIRED INFORMATION AND NOTIFICATIONS MUST BE INCLUDED IN ORDER FOR THE 
APPLICATION TO BE CONSIDERED COMPLETE.  BYLAW SECTION 1.05(4) LISTS THE REGULATORY 
REQUIREMENTS FOR AN APPLICATION.  

NINE (9) PAPER COPIES AND ONE (1) ELECTRONIC COPY OF ALL MATERIALS MUST BE SUBMITTED AND 
CHECK(S) MADE OUT TO TOWN OF NEEDHAM FOR APPLICATION FEE (SEE FEE SCHEDULE)

ABUTTER NOTIFICATION (by certified mail, return receipt or hand delivery) 
List certified by the Assessor s Office of all abutters within 300 feet of the property line.

utting and adjacent lots within 300 feet of the parcel on
which work is proposed.
Copy of draft notification made to abutters including date and specific time of public hearing. (See Sample online)
Proof of notification to abutters and Board of Selectmen, Planning Board, Board of Health, and Building Inspector
(SUBMIT AT OR PRIOR TO HEARING).

PLANS (shall include the following) 

TITLE block clearly stating the name of the project.
Street address, map and parcel numbers.
Date of plan (and most recent revision).

.
Stamped and signed by a Professional Engineer or Registered Land Surveyor.
Shows existing conditions (grades, structures, roads, treelines, and limits of existing lawn).
Clearly shows the boundaries of all regulated resource areas (Vegetated Wetland, Bank, BLSF, ILSF, Riverfront Area,
Vernal Pools), including the 100-foot and 50- or 25-foot Buffer Zone limits as defined under the Wetlands Protection
Act and the Needham General Wetlands By-Law and Regulations.
Clearly shows the location and numbers of all wetland flags and method of survey.
Show proposed limit of work, including but not limited to proposed grades, locations of all structures, roads, paths,
utilities, drainage structures, trees to be removed, changes in lawn edges, plantings (including replacement trees per
Town Guidelines), and proposed tree line.
Shows the minimum distance between the limit of proposed work (erosion controls) and the edge of wetland
Details of any subsurface drainage structure.
Detail of any erosion and sedimentation control measures.

DOCUMENTS
WPA Form 3 Notice of Intent.
Application for a Permit (Needham General Wetlands Protection Bylaw Article 6).
Written Description of the work proposed, including a description of any excavation, proposed structures, and erosion
and sedimentation controls.
Drainage calculations and plans, for any project other than a single family residence, that would alter the flow of runoff
to a wetland or have a direct discharge of stormwater within the buffer zone.
Quantitative documentation to support the delineation of the vegetated wetland, with certification from the wetland
scientist responsible for the delineation, stating the basis for the delineation and the date on which the delineation was
performed. DEP Bordering Vegetated Wetland (310 CMR 10.55) Delineation Field Data Forms must document both
upland and wetland plots.
Wildlife habitat assessment, where alterations to a wetland resource area or naturally-vegetated buffer zone are
proposed.
Soil test results where infiltration measures are proposed.
Request for a waiver from compliance with the regulation (including proposed basis for request) if regulatory
performance standards cannot be met.

Signature: Date:
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Figure 1 - USGS Locus Map
Source Info: USGS, MassGIS, VHB

i 0 2000 40001000 Feet

September 18, 2020

Site Location

Legend

Site Location



140 Kendrick Street Needham, MA

FIGURE 2

Figure 2 - Aerial Map
Source Info: USGS, MassGIS, VHB

i 0 500 1000250 Feet

September 18, 2020



jk

jk

jk

140 Kendrick Street Needham, MA

FIGURE 3

Figure 3 - NHESP Map
Source Info: USGS, MassGIS, VHB
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NHESP Priority Habitats of Rare Species - None Present

NHESP Estimated Habitats of Rare Wildlife - None Present
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Figure 4 - FEMA Map
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1 Attachment A: Notice of Intent Narrative 

Attachment A - Notice of Intent Narrative 
This Notice of Intent (NOI) is filed pursuant to the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection 
Act (WPA) (MGL Chapter 131, Section 40) and its implementing regulations 
(310 CMR 10.00) and the Needham Wetlands Protection Bylaw (the Bylaw) and 
Needham Wetlands Protection Regulations. 

Introduction 
The Applicant, Boston Properties, is proposing to renovate a portion of their existing 
building at 140 Kendrick Street in Needham, Massachusetts (the Project Site) to convert 
the campus from a single user to a multi-user campus (Figures 1 and 2). As part of that 
renovation, the Applicant proposes to improve some hardscape and landscape areas 
surrounding the building and improve stormwater treatment in the front of the building 
(the Project). 

Work is proposed within the 100-foot buffer zone to Bordering Vegetated Wetland 
(BVW), subject to the jurisdiction of the WPA and the Bylaw. The Bylaw also regulates 
isolated wetlands and work is proposed within the 100-foot buffer zone to isolated 
wetlands. The Bylaw assigns a 25-foot no disturb zone and 50-foot buffer zone from the 
edge of BVW and isolated wetlands. Work will remain within the previously disturbed 
footprint and will not encroach into resource areas.  

Areas of disturbance have been minimized to the extent practicable, and temporary 
impacts will be restored in place to their original conditions and stabilized to prevent 
future erosion and degradation. The Project has been designed in compliance with the 
WPA and the Bylaw. 

Wetland resource areas will be protected from impacts during construction through the 
implementation of an erosion and sedimentation control program. This program 
includes provisions to minimize areas of disturbance through phasing and sequencing, 
limit erosion through stabilization, and prevent sediment from leaving the site by 
installing structural controls. Runoff generated from the Project will be collected and 
treated in accordance with design guidelines1 developed by Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) and standards contained in the WPA Regulations.  

1  DEP, 2008. Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook. 
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Site Description
The Project Site is located within a commercial area of Needham and bounded by 
Kendrick Street to the north, Kendrick Pond and Massachusetts Department of 
Conservation and Recreation (DCR) land to the east and south, and Interstate-95 to the 
west. Topography on the Project Site slopes towards the south.  

According to the most recently available data provided by the Massachusetts Natural 
Heritage and Endangered Species Program2 (NHESP), no portion of the Project Site is 
within Priority Habitat of Rare Species or Estimated Habitat of Rare Wildlife and there are 
no Certified or Potential Vernal Pools in the vicinity of the Project Site (Figure 3). The 
most recently issued Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)3 for the area, produced by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), indicates that no portion of the Project 
Site is within the mapped floodplain for the 100-year storm event (Figure 4). 

According to the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), the 
Project Site is not located within an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) or an 
area designated as an Outstanding Resource Water (ORW)4. The Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) soil survey5 has mapped the surface soils within the Project 
Site as Urban land.  

Wetland resource areas on/near the site are described below.  

Wetland Resource Areas 
Wetlands on the Project Site were delineated on September 18, 2020 by environmental 
scientists with Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. in accordance with methods developed by 
the DEP6 and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers7. The following sections of this narrative 
describe the wetlands and identify resource areas on the Project Site that are regulated 
under the WPA Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) and the Bylaw. The resource areas are 
depicted on the attached Project Plans (Attachment F). BVW Data Sheets for the 
wetlands on the property are provided in Attachment C of this NOI. 

As defined at 310 CMR 10.55(2)(a) and (c), BVWs are ‘freshwater wetlands that border on 
creeks, rivers, stream, ponds, and lakes.’ The boundary of BVW is determined by the 
presence of 50 percent or more of wetland indicator plans and saturated or inundated 
conditions.  

2 NHESP, 2017. Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas. 13th Edition. 
3 Federal Emergency Management Agency, National Hazard Flood Layer, Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map (DFIRM). 
4 DEP, 2010. Designated Outstanding Resource Waters of Massachusetts. 
5 Soil Survey Staff, Natural Resources Conservation Service, United States Department of Agriculture. Web Soil Survey 
6 DEP, 1995. Delineating Bordering Vegetated Wetlands Under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act. 
7 USACE, 2012. Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Northcentral and Northeast Region, Version 

2.0. 
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Delineated wetlands on the Project Site include BVW and isolated wetlands, as 
summarized in the table below and described in more detail in the following sections of 
this attachment. 

 
Table 1  Delineated Resource Areas  

Wetland Number Flag Numbers Resource Type Description 
Wetland 1 W1-100 to W1-134 BVW Palustrine emergent (PEM) wetland with a 

palustrine forested (PFO) fringe adjacent to the 
northwest side of Kendrick Pond 

Wetland 2 W2-100 to W2-105 Isolated Wetland Isolated PFO wetland in a topographic depression 
between the DCR path and the north side of 

Kendrick Pond 

Wetland 3 W3-100 to W3-106 Isolated Wetland Isolated PFO wetland in a topographic depression 
between the DCR path and the north side of 

Kendrick Pond 

Wetland 4 W4-100 to W4-110 Isolated Wetland Isolated PFO wetland between I-95 and the west 
side of the Project Site 

Source: VHB, 2020. 

Wetland 1 

Wetland 1 is an emergent wetland with a forested fringe bordering the northern edge of 
Kendrick Pond. Wetland 1 is characterized by frequently submerged low-lying areas 
adjacent to the Pond. Wetland 1 falls under the jurisdiction of the WPA and the Bylaw.  

Dominant plant species along the forested fringe in Wetland 1 include red maple (Acer 
rubrum), slippery elm (Ulmus rubra), glossy buckthorn (Frangula alnus), and buttonbush 
(Cephalanthus occidentalis). The herbaceous understory is sparse due to frequent 
inundation. Wetland 1 is denoted by pink flagging numbered from W1-100 through W1-
134. 

Wetland 2 and Wetland 3

Wetland 2 and Wetland 3 are isolated forested wetlands separated from Wetland 1 by 
an upland path. The two wetlands are in small topographic depressions sandwiched 
between the path and the DCR walkway to the north. Neither of these wetlands contain 
the volume required to qualify for Isolated Land Subject to Flooding (ILSF) under the 
WPA; therefore, they fall under the jurisdiction of the Bylaw only.  

Dominant plant species in both Wetland 2 and Wetland 3 include red maple, slippery 
elm, and glossy buckthorn with limited herbaceous understory. Water-stained leaves and 
water marks on trees are present. Wetland 2 is denoted by pink flagging numbered from 
W2-100 through W2-105. Wetland 3 is denoted by pink flagging numbered from W3-
100 through W3-106. 
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Wetland 4

Wetland 4 is an isolated forested wetland to the west of the Project Site and existing 
building. It is a low-lying area between I-95 to the west and the Project Site to the east. 
This wetland receives stormwater drainage from I-95 through a pipe outlet at the 
northern wetland edge. Signs of scour and sedimentation are present throughout the 
wetland from stormwater runoff. Wetland 4 does not contain the volume required to 
qualify for ILSF under the WPA; therefore, it falls under the jurisdiction of the Bylaw only.  

Dominant plant species in Wetland 4 include red maple, slippery elm, glossy buckthorn, 
spotted ladysthumb (Polygonum persicaria), and narrow-leaved fireweed (Chamerion 
angustifolium). Wetland 4 is denoted by pink flagging numbered from W4-100 through 
W4-110. 

Buffer Zone 
The WPA regulations (310 CMR 10.02(2)(b)) establish a 100-foot buffer zone from the 
limits of BVW described above. The buffer zone on the Project Site is predominantly 
previously disturbed and includes the DCR path, lawn, the existing patio and a portion of 
the existing building.  

The Bylaw establishes a 25-foot no disturb zone and a 50-foot buffer zone from the 
edge of BVW and isolated wetlands. Portions of the existing DCR path and the 
maintained lawn at the Project Site are within the 50-foot buffer zone.  
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Work Description
The proposed Project will renovate a portion of the building and improve some 
hardscape and landscape areas surrounding the existing building. The exterior 
improvements will be limited to reworking parking spaces near the main entry, 
improving the vehicular drop off area and pedestrian circulation, and improving an 
outdoor patio at the rear of the building. A portion of the back patio is located withing 
the 100-foot buffer zone to BVW and isolated wetlands. Refer to the Project Plans 
provided as Attachment F. 

The Project will reduce overall impervious area at the Project Site. The existing patio is 
constructed of impervious material and will be replaced with permeable pavers with a 
stone reservoir. Proposed pedestrian connections to the existing DCR path at the rear of 
the property will be constructed with a pervious material. The Project also proposes to 
install a subsurface infiltration system at the front of the building in the drop-off area in 
order to provide stormwater infiltration and water quality improvements.  

Work in Buffer Zone 
The Project will result in alterations to previously disturbed areas of the 100-foot buffer 
zone. Proposed work within buffer zone consists of patio improvements, pedestrian 
connections to the DCR path, and landscaping. Landscaping will include native plantings 
within the buffer zone as shown on Plan Sheet L-200. The Project will reduce impervious 
area within the buffer zone by 1,216 square feet. 

Work in Locally-Established Areas 
No portion of the Project is within the 25-foot no-disturb zone. Proposed work within 
the locally established 50-foot buffer zone consists of a small portion of two pedestrian 
connections to the DCR path. These will be created using pervious materials within the 
existing maintained lawn associated with the facility. Proposed work will not encroach 
beyond the previously disturbed footprint.  
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Mitigation Measures
A suite of mitigation measures is proposed to prevent short- and long-term impacts to 
wetland resource areas and compensate for direct disturbances. Mitigation measures 
proposed for this project include a sediment and erosion control program, which will 
include structural and non-structural practices. 

Erosion and Sediment Control
An erosion and sedimentation control program will be implemented to minimize 
temporary impacts to wetland resource areas during the construction phase of the 
project. The program incorporates Best Management Practices (BMPs) specified in 
guidelines developed by the DEP8 and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)9. 

Proper implementation of the erosion and sedimentation control program will: 

› minimize exposed soil areas through sequencing and temporary stabilization; 

› place structures to manage stormwater runoff and erosion; and 

› establish a permanent vegetative cover or other forms of stabilization as soon as 
practicable. 

The following sections describe the controls that will be used and practices that will be 
followed during construction. These practices comply with criteria contained in the 
NPDES General Permit for Discharges from Large and Small Construction Activities 
issued by the EPA.  

Non-Structural Practices  

Non-structural practices to be used during construction include temporary stabilization, 
temporary seeding, permanent seeding, and dust control. These practices will be 
initiated as soon as practicable in appropriate areas at the site. 

Temporary Stabilization 

Any areas of exposed soil or stockpiles that will remain inactive for more than 14 days 
will be covered with a layer of straw mulch applied at a rate of 90 pounds per 1,000 
square feet. The mulch will be anchored with a tacking coat (non-tar) applied by 
hydroseeding. Steeper slopes (greater than 10 percent) will be covered with a bonded 
fiber matrix (EcoAegis® or similar) according to the recommendations provided by the 
manufacturer. 

8  DEP, 1997. Massachusetts Erosion and Sediment Control Guidelines for Urban and Suburban Areas: A Guide for Planners, Designers, and 
Municipal Officials. 

9  EPA, 2007. Interim Developing Your Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan: A Guide for Construction Sites. Office of Water. Report EPA 
833-R-060-04. 
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Temporary Seeding 

If conditions allow, a temporary vegetative cover will be established on areas of exposed 
soils (including stockpiles) that remain unstabilized for a period of more than 60 days. 
The seeded surfaces will be covered with a layer of straw mulch or bonded fiber matrix 
as described above. The seed mix shall include a blend of rapid germinating grasses that 
are indigenous to eastern Massachusetts. 

Permanent Seeding 

Upon completion of final grading, any areas not covered by pavement, other forms of 
stabilization, or other methods of landscaping will be seeded with New England 
Conservation/Wildlife mix produced by New England Wetland Plants, Inc. This seed mix 
includes Virginia wild rye (Elymus virginicus), little bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium), 
big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii), red fescue (Festuca rubra), switch grass (Panicum 
virgatum), partridge pea (Chamaecrista fasciculata), panicledleaf tick trefoil (Desmodium 
paniculatum), indian grass (Sorghastrum nutans), blue vervain (Verbena hastata), 
butterfly milkweed (Asclepias tuberosa), black eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta), common 
sneezeweed (Helenium autunale), heath aster (Asterpilosus/Symphyotrichum pilosum), 
early goldenrod (Solidago juncea), upland bentgrass (Agrostis perennans). The mix will be 
applied at a rate of 25 pounds per acre and will be covered with mulch or bonded fiber 
matrix as described above. 

Dust Control 

The erosion and sediment control program includes provisions to minimize the 
generation of dust during dry and windy conditions. When necessary, larger areas of 
exposed soil will be wetted to prevent wind borne transport of fine grained sediment. 
Enough water shall be applied to wet the upper 0.5 inches of soil. The water will be 
applied as a fine spray to prevent erosion. A water truck will be kept on the property (or 
at a nearby location) to facilitate this practice. 

Structural Practices

Structural erosion and sedimentation controls to be used on the site include barriers and
catch basin inlet protection. 

Erosion Control Barriers 

Prior to any ground disturbance, an approved erosion control barrier will be installed at 
the downgradient limit of work. As construction progresses, additional barriers will be 
installed around other erosion prone areas. The barriers will be entrenched into the 
substrate to prevent underflow. 

If sediment has accumulated to a depth which impairs proper functioning of the barrier, 
it will be removed by hand or by machinery operating upslope of the barriers. This 
material will be either reused at the Site or disposed of at a suitable offsite location. Any 
damaged sections of the barrier will be repaired or replaced immediately upon 
discovery. 
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Catch Basin Inlet Protection 

The inlets of existing and proposed catch basins will be protected from sediment inflow 
during the work period by surrounding them with a barrier of staked straw bales or by 
installing Silt Sacks®. If straw bales are used, a layer of non-woven filter fabric shall be 
placed beneath the grate of each basin. If sediment has collected behind the barrier or in 
the Silt Sack® to a point where it impairs proper functioning, it will be removed and will 
be either reused onsite or disposed of at a suitable offsite location. 

Stormwater Management
Runoff generated from impervious surfaces will be collected and managed in 
accordance with the DEP Stormwater policies. The proposed Project will improve existing 
conditions by including measures to provide groundwater recharge and water quality 
treatment. Full details on the stormwater improvements are included in the 
accompanying Stormwater Memorandum (Attachment E), which includes compliance 
with applicable stormwater management standards cited in Section 310 CMR 10.05(6)(k) 
of the WPA Regulations.  
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Regulatory Compliance
The proposed Project includes work in the buffer zone. The Project includes controls and 
fully complies with the WPA regulations.  

Buffer Zone 
Work within buffer zones is not governed by specific regulatory performance standards.  
In general, work within buffer zones is permissible when said work has been designed, or 
can be conditioned, such that there will be no impact on the downgradient wetland 
resource area(s) being buffered. As stated in 310 CMR 10.53(1) of the WPA Regulations: 

For work in Buffer Zone subject to review under 310 CMR 10.02(2)(b)3., the Issuing 
Authority shall impose conditions to protect the interests of the Act identified for the 
adjacent Resource Area… The issuing authority may consider the characteristics of the 
Buffer Zone, such as the presence of steep slopes, that may increase the potential for 
adverse impacts on Resource Areas. Conditions may include limitations on the scope and 
location of work in the Buffer Zone as necessary to avoid alteration of Resource Areas. The 
Issuing Authority may require erosion and sedimentation controls during construction, a 
clear limit of work, and the preservation of natural vegetation adjacent to the Resource 
Area and/or other measures commensurate with the scope and location of work with the 
Buffer Zone to protect the interests of the Act. 

The Project has been designed to address these considerations. Measures have been 
incorporated into the Project design to ensure that work will be done in a manner that 
prevents impacts to downgradient wetland resources. A clear limit of work will be 
identified and erosion and sedimentation control areas will be installed throughout the 
Project Site. Temporary disturbance in vegetated areas of buffer zone will be restored in 
place and seeded with a native seed mix.  

Needham Wetlands Protection Regulations 
The Project also complies with the performance standards for buffer zone established by 
the Bylaw. Compliance with each of the applicable performance standards is 
demonstrated below: 

(a) No construction within 25 feet of the limit of Bank or Vegetated Wetland (“The 25-
Foot Buffer Zone”) may be permitted. Construction is here defined to include (but not 
limited to) all new roadways, driveways, buildings, decks (except as in (b) below), 
clearing and grading, stormwater detention basins, and point-source discharges. Any 
construction within the Buffer Zone must be designed to preserve a minimum of 25 
feet of undisturbed natural vegetation and soils adjacent to a Vegetated Wetland or 
Bank. 

No portion of the Project will occur within 25 feet of the wetland limit. 

(b) Work within 25 feet of the limit of Bank or Vegetated wetland may be permitted when 
the work consists of:  
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 removing existing structures; 
planting native tree, shrub, or herbaceous species; 
 removing invasive plant species and restoring native vegetation;  
 adding a deck or patio to an existing dwelling, where no new impervious surfaces are 

proposed and the work area is existing lawn. 

No portion of the Project will occur within 25 feet of the wetland limit. 

(c) Where the Buffer Zone provides wildlife habitat (i.e., is forested, meadowland, or 
otherwise undeveloped except for lawful existing lawn and ornamental or vegetable 
gardens), no alteration of vegetation or construction within 50 feet of the limit of 
Vegetated Wetland or Bank (the “50-Foot Buffer Zone”) is permitted. 

Proposed work within the locally established 50-foot buffer zone consists of a small 
portion of two pedestrian connections to the DCR path. The condition of the buffer 
zone at these locations is existing maintained lawn. 

(d) No construction may be permitted within 100 feet of a Vernal Pool, as defined in 
Section 1.04 above. 

While the presence or absence of a vernal pool cannot be determined outside of the 
spring season, Wetland 2 and Wetland 3 do not appear to provide vernal pool 
habitat. These are shallow depressions that act as ditches between the path through 
the woods and the DCR path. No portion of the Project is within 100 feet of a 
certified or potential vernal pool designated by NHESP. 

(e) No work within the Buffer Zone shall impair the water quality, water temperature, or 
wildlife habitat of the adjacent Water Body, Waterway, Bank, or Vegetated Wetland. 

Proposed work in the buffer is designed to improve water quality within the adjacent 
wetlands and Kendrick Pond by reducing impervious surfaces on the Project Site and 
increasing stormwater infiltration. The Project will remain within the previously 
disturbed areas of the buffer zone and will not remove vegetated buffer or impair 
wildlife habitat.  

(f) Where new point-source discharges are proposed within the Buffer Zone, a 
comprehensive stormwater management system shall be designed that will not 
degrade the values or functions of the receiving or downstream Water Bodies, 
Waterways, or Vegetated Wetlands, surface water, or ground water. Such stormwater 
management systems shall employ Best Practical Measures. Any point-source 
discharge must be designed to discharge water at non-erosive velocities equal to 2 c.f.s 
(cubic feet per second) or less. 

No new point-source discharges are proposed within the buffer zone.  

(g) Where stormwater detention basins (including any infiltration or recharge basins) are 
proposed within the Buffer Zone, these shall be designed to be maintenance-free, 
selfcleaning, and to deter acts of vandalism. The inlet and outlet shall be designed to 
avoid scour and erosion of the basin bottom and discharge channel. The basin must be 
designed to avoid or minimize direct flows between the inlet and outlet, and to 
maximize the stormwater residence times. 
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No stormwater detention basins are proposed within the buffer zone.  

(h) Where proposed work within the Buffer Zone will increase impervious surfaces and 
reduce groundwater recharge, infiltration measures must be designed to maintain said 
groundwater recharge. 

No increase in impervious surfaces is proposed. The Project will result in an overall 
decrease in impervious surfaces and increased groundwater recharge.  

(i) Erosion and sedimentation controls must be utilized for any construction within the 
Buffer Zone that will result in exposed soils. An erosion and sedimentation control plan 
must be prepared which provides specifications for temporary and permanent soil 
stabilization, using Best Practical Measures. No silt or sediment may be permitted to 
enter wetland resource areas during or subsequent to construction. 

Erosion and sedimentation controls will be utilized for the proposed Project as 
described above in this NOI Narrative and shown on the Project Plans (Attachment 
F).  
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Summary
The Applicant is proposing to renovate a portion of their existing building at 140 
Kendrick Street in Needham, Massachusetts to convert the campus from a single user to 
a multi-user campus. As part of that renovation, the Applicant proposes to improve 
some hardscape and landscape areas surrounding the building and improve stormwater 
treatment in the front of the building. 

Work is proposed within the 100-foot buffer zone to BVW and isolated wetlands. Work 
will remain within the previously disturbed footprint and will not encroach into resource 
areas. The Project will reduce overall impervious area at the Project Site and within the 
buffer zone. 

Wetland resource areas will be protected from impacts during construction through the 
implementation of an erosion and sedimentation control program. Areas of disturbance 
have been minimized to the extent practicable, and temporary impacts will be restored 
in place to their original conditions and stabilized to prevent future erosion and 
degradation. 

The Applicant respectfully requests that the Needham Conservation Commission find 
these measures adequately protective of the interests identified in the WPA and the 
Bylaw and issue an Order of Conditions approving the work described in this NOI and 
shown on the accompanying plans. 
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Attachment B 
Abutter Information 
› Notice to Abutters 

› List of Abutters 



Notification to Abutters Under the Massachusetts 
Wetland Protection Act & the Needham Wetlands Protection Bylaw 

In accordance with the second paragraph of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 131, Section 
40, and Needham Wetlands Protection Bylaw (Article 6) you are hereby notified of the 
following: 

The name of the applicant is _Boston Properties_________________ _____________.

The applicant has filed a _Notice of Intent___ with the Conservation Commission for the 
municipality of Needham, MA for  renovation of a portion of their existing building at 140 
Kendrick Street, including improving some hardscape and landscape areas surrounding 
the building and improving stormwater treatment in front of the building. 

The address of the lot where the activity is proposed is  140 Kendrick Street _ _
(Assessor’s Map 300 Parcel 1 ). 

The hearing will be on _October 8__ at  7:30__   ___PM.   

Public Participation will be via Virtual Means Only - In light of the ongoing COVID-19 
coronavirus outbreak, Governor Baker issued an emergency Order on March 12, 2020, allowing 
public bodies greater flexibility in utilizing technology in the conduct of meetings under the 
Open Meeting Law. The Needham Conservation Commission greatly values the participation of 
its citizens in the public meeting process, but given the current circumstances and 
recommendations at both the state and federal levels to limit or avoid public gatherings, 
including Governor Baker’s ban on gatherings of more than 10 people, together with the present 
closure of Needham Town Hall, the Public Service Administration Building, and other public 
buildings, the Town has decided to implement the “remote participation” procedures allowed 
under Governor Baker’s emergency Order for all boards, committees, and commissions. (More 
information about this order can be found on the back of this sheet). 

The public may participate in this meeting via Remote Participation: 
 From your computer, smart phone or tablet: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82316889821  
 Meeting ID: 823-1688-9821 
 From your phone: Dial +1 646-558-8656; Meeting ID: 82316889821# 

 
Copies of the application may be obtained digitally from the Conservation Commission Staff by 
emailing conservation@needhamma.gov. Alternatively, you may call our office at 781-455-7550 
x222 and leave a message with your contact information and the project address and a Staff 
Member will return your call during regular business hours. 

Notice of the public hearing, including its date, time and place, will be published at least five (5) 
days in advance in a newspaper of local distribution.  

NOTE:  You also may contact the nearest Department of Environmental Protection Regional 
Office for more information about this application or the MA Wetlands Protection Act.  To 
contact the DEP, call the Northeast Region at 978-694-3200. 



COVID-19 Emergency Response: 
Implementation of Governor’s Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law 

 
In light of the ongoing COVID-19 coronavirus outbreak, Governor Baker issued an emergency Order on March 
12, 2020, allowing public bodies greater flexibility in utilizing technology in the conduct of meetings under the 
Open Meeting Law. The Needham Conservation Commission greatly values the participation of its citizens in 
the public meeting process, but given the current circumstances and recommendations at both the state and 
federal levels to limit or avoid public gatherings, including Governor Baker’s ban on gatherings of more than 25 
people, together with the present closure of Needham Town Hall and other public buildings to the public, The 
Town of Needham has decided to implement the “remote participation” procedures allowed under Governor 
Baker’s emergency Order for all boards, committees, and commissions. This means that: 

 
1. All or any of the members of the public body may choose to participate in a public meeting 

via remote access. Meetings may be virtual, in their entirety. 
2. The public will be provided with alternative access through which they can watch or listen to 

meetings “in real time,” and meeting notices will specify the manner in which members of 
the public may access audio or video of the meeting as it is occurring. 

3. If, despite our best efforts, our technological capabilities do not adequately support public 
access to virtual or remote meetings, the Needham Conservation Commission will ensure that 
an audio or video recording, transcript, or other comprehensive record of the proceedings at 
the meeting is posted on the Town’s website as soon as possible after the meeting. 

4. Notices for public hearings will contain additional information about how the public may 
participate via electronic/technological means. 

5. Where individuals have a right, or are required, to attend a public meeting or hearing, they 
will be provided with information about how to participate in the meeting/hearing remotely. 

6. Meeting notices will still be posted at least 48 hours in advance (not counting Saturdays, 
Sundays, or legal holidays), unless it is an emergency meeting as defined under the Open 
Meeting Law (in which event, the meeting notice will be posted with as much advanced 
notice as is possible in the circumstances). Minutes will still be taken. 
 

Please check individual meeting agendas on the calendar on the Town’s website, located at 
www.needhamma.gov for the latest information regarding meetings. Each meeting may experience unique 
circumstances that may require last minute changes in protocol, including cancellation or rescheduling. We 
appreciate your patience as we undergo this shift in a significant aspect of how the Town of Needham conducts 
business. 

Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. 
c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on the number of people that may 
gather in one place, this meeting of the Needham Conservation Commission will be conducted via remote 
participation to the greatest extent possible. Specific information and the general guidelines for remote participation 
by members of the public and/or parties with a right and/or requirement to attend this meeting can be found on the 
Town of Needham website, at www.needhamma.gov. For this meeting, members of the public who wish to listen 
and/or watch the meeting may do so in the manner stated on the previous page by navigating to the Zoom Meeting via 
a web browser or by calling in by phone. No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but 
every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings in real time, via 
technological means. In the event that we are unable to do so, despite best efforts, we will post on the Needham 
Conservation Commission webpage an audio or video recording, transcript, or other comprehensive record of 
proceedings as soon as possible after the meeting. 
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